


1109. Commissioner Communications - Generally.
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Prohibited communications do not include:
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procedural, scheduling, status inquiries, E-Filings System support, or requests for
information that have no bearing on the merits, substance, or outcome of the proceeding;

protests or comments made by any customer of a utility concerning any proposed tariff,
price list, or time schedule;

communications that occur in educational programs or conferences, or that occur in
meetings of an association of regulatory agencies, except for substantive issues
involving pending matters;

communications relating to legislation, appropriations, budget, or oversight matters,
except for substantive issues involving pending matters; or

communications relating to a pending administrative docket or rulemaking proceeding.

Every Commissioner and administrative law judge shall comply with the disclosure requirements
of § 40-6-122, C.R.S.
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All disclosures shall include:

(A) the date, time, and place of the communication;
(B) the names of the persons present;

(©) the interested persons' affiliations.

(D) the subject matter of the communication;

(E) a statement that the communication did not relate to any pending adjudicatory
proceeding before the Commission; and

(FI) the signature of Commissioner or administrative law judge to certify that the
disclosure is complete and accurate.

The Director shall ensure the completeness of all disclosures.

All disclosures shall be posted on the Commission's website within three business days
of the receipt by the Director.

If a disclosure is required by § 40-6-122, C.R.S., such disclosure shall be completed for
all methods of communications including communications in person, by phone, and by
email exchange.

Permit, but Disclose Process.

In administrative dockets, the Commission may choose to allow interested persons to schedule
ex parte presentations to a Commissioner in a meeting that may include Commission Staff.
Any such ex parte contacts must relate to matters being reviewed in the specific administrative
docket and cannot concern any matter pending before the Commission in another docket.

The Commission will attempt to accommodate all reasonable requests for ex parte meetings,
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subject to the schedule and availability of each Commissioner. There is no requirement that an
interested person must make the same presentation to each of the three Commissioners.

To schedule an ex parte meeting under the permit, but disclose process, the interested person
should contact the Commission's executive assistant and identify the docket to which the
presentation is associated.

Within two business days following a permitted ex parte presentation, the person requesting the
meeting shall file with the Commission in the particular docket, a letter disclosing the contact.
The letter shall include the following information:
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the date, time, and place of the meeting;

a list of all individuals in attendance;

the affiliations of all individuals in attendance;
a summary description of the presentation; and

a statement that the subject matter of the communications did not relate to any pending
adjudicatory proceeding before the Commission.

If materials were provided to the Commissioner during the meeting, those materials must
be identified in the letter and attached to the filing.

The disclosure letter and any materials will become part of the official record of the docket.
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Title:

PUC Policy Regarding Out-of-State Travel
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POLICY:

A

The Director of the Public Utilities Commission (Director) is the approving authority for out-of-
state travel for all Commission staff, subject to the subsequent approval of the Executive
Director of the Depariment of Regulatory Agencies (Executive Director). The Director and
Executive Director will also coordinate with the Commissioners to ensure that all
Commissioner travel is approved according to all requirements cited herein and within the
Division's approved travel budget.

On or hefore June 15 of each year, the Director shall submit a travel plan for the upcoming
fiscal year to the Executive Director. The Executive Director shall review the plan to ensure
that the requested travel is prudent and within the budgetary parameters established by the
Executive Director.

After approval of the travel plan, if additional travel outside of the plan is requested and
approved, the Director shall modify the travel plan to ensure that the PUC remains within its
approved travel budget.

In the event that a Commissioner submits a trave! request and the Executive Director declines
to approve such travel, the travel request will be submitted to the Governor's Office for final
determination.

Copies of all travel approval documents, including copies of all authorizations for travel to
Washington, DC or to foreign countries, shall be kept on file at the PUC for a minimum of three
years.

Whenever travel Is paid for fully or in part by a third party, the travel request shall also be
submitted to the Ethics Officer of the Department of Regulatory Agencies to review for
compliance with Article XXIX of the Constitution of Colorado.

When travel has been paid for fully or in part by any third party, and reimbursement is made
directly to any Commissioner or staff member, such Commissioner or staff member shall
provide copies of all supporting documentation to the Director, which shall be kept on file for a
minimum of three years.
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References: 4 CCR 723-1-1105 through 1109 and § 40-6-122, C.R.S.

POLICY:

In completing disclosures of ex parte communications, Commissioners shall comply with § 40-6-122,
C.R.8. and 4 CCR 723-1-1108. Commissioners shall submit all required disclosures to the Director
within five business days of the communication.

The Director shall ensure the completeness of all disclosures. The Director shall require that
administrative staff post the disclosures on the Commission's website within three business days.
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